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INDIANA STATE UNIVERSITY 
Cunningham Memorial Library 

Library Faculty Assembly 
Minutes 

 
LFA 16/17-5     
Date: December 22, 2016 
Time: 10:00AM-11:00AM 
Place:  Room 028 
 
Present: Marsha Miller, Heather Rayl, Susan Frey, Melissa Gustafson, Cheryl Blevens 
EX Officio: Greg Youngen, Cheryl Bealmear, Brian Bunnett, Edith Campbell 
 
I. Call to Order and Approval of Agenda  Heather Rayl moves Cheryl Blevens 

seconds carries 5-0 
 
II. Approval of Minutes for (motion carries rather than revision.  Add last names)  

motion to approve CB HR seconds carries 5-0 
 
III. Chair’s Announcements/Reports 

 
IV. Old Business 

 

 Edith Campbell & Heather Rayl update  
HEATHER: Survey was conducted to gage interest in award or ceremony 
12 librarians took it most pop was round table (8) followed by librarians’ 
cocktail party (5).  Those two will be put into consideration.  Most people 
indicated they would be interested in sharing internally 8 yes, 2 no, 2 
unsure.  Most people indicated they would be interested in sharing 
externally 7 yes, 2 no, 3 not sure.  
EDI: we have adequate support from faculty so we will work from here, 
though it will be more cooperative.  Heather: looking at a late spring/ early 
summer event, looking for planning partners.   Brian would like to join the 
effort.  Marsha says the inclusion of external librarians is much needed.  
She also says we need to have a few times a year where ISU librarians get 
together and talk.   
 

V. New Business 
  

VI. Remarks of the Dean of Library: Services nothing at this time. 
 

VII. Remarks from Library Support Staff 
 

VIII. 15-Minute Open Discussion 
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IX. Committee Reports 
 

 Library Administrative Affairs Committee – really busy in January. 

 Library Faculty Affairs Committee – making good progress on social media in 
P&T, look for that hopefully next month. 

 Personnel Committee – firming docs, nothing to report  

 Search Committees 

 Senate/University Committees 
 

X. Remarks of the Faculty Senator (see appendix 1)  
XI. Adjournment 10:37pm   

Motion to adjourn Heather Rayl, second by Cheryl Blevens. 
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Appendix 1 

Remarks of Faculty Senator 

Library Faculty Assembly 

December 22, 2016 

 

              Prominent issues recently discussed: 

1. Student evaluations, always a heatedly discussed Senate topic, were trotted out 

once again at the December 8 meeting and a characteristically spirited skewering of them 

ensued.  While some senators rather overenthusiastically described the deficiencies of our 

current IOTA system, others were content to decry the practice of offering incentives, 

such as extra points, to students who fill out an evaluation.  It was acknowledged that 

IOTA is complicated and that is why an investigation is currently underway to find 

alternatives to it.  But it shouldn’t be lost on anyone that our return rate on evaluations 

distributed by IOTA is twice what we were getting with the paper SIR evaluations. 

 

No action was taken at the meeting besides deferring any decision until January.  At that 

time, the recommendations created by FAC to encourage greater use of the evaluations 

will be voted upon. 

 

2. In a unanimous vote, the senators accepted recommendations from FAC to make 

the nomination and election process to the Senate more open and competitive.  This 

process had been criticized because it had resulted in a very few senators repeatedly 

occupying positions as officers or as members of the Executive Committee.   

 

3. At an informal meeting for new senators on December 1, it was suggested that 

campus administration make an annual budget presentation to the Senate, that a process is 

begun to better educate faculty on the Handbook, and to hold occasional extraordinary 

meetings to allow for “extended deliberation on important topics.”  It was thought that all 

these suggestions will be acted upon by the Senate as a whole. 

 

 Reminders: 

1. Minutes, Officer Musings, committee reports, and much other information are all 

available at the Faculty Senate web site: http://www.indstate.edu/services/facsenate  

2. In addition to the site above, there is a COM-ISUFACULTY: University Faculty 

“course” on Blackboard that contains, in some cases, more current information.  The 

Blackboard site was needed because the Faculty Senate pages are being moved over to 

Drupal. 

3. I will not duplicate the information already at that site, but I will occasionally 

offer my own interpretations of the Senate deliberations.  If I believe the information at 

the web site is unclear then I will attempt to clarify it. 

4. I will also send out alerts when particularly contentious or weighty issues are 

scheduled for discussion. 

5. I have continued the practice of my predecessor and send my communications 

about the Senate to the entire library staff, not just to the faculty. 

 

http://www.indstate.edu/services/facsenate

