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Transcription of letter: 
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March 2, - 
 

Friend Robert- 
 

I was much dismayed by what I found on return from Canada.  You were gone 

but four days when I arrived but a great amount had transpired in the interim.  The 

Provost Marshall had seized much of our pork supply and has place the rest beyond our 

power to deliver it in compliance with our contracts.  The day after our departure for New 

York, 1300 barrels were seized at gigardeau and another 800 barrels at Schutes Landing.  

The next day saw the same repeated at Memphis, Owensboro, Louisville, and 

Brownsville.  We are left with less than enough to fill our needs essential to our contracts 

due June First.  Not only is the financial loss of the pork acute but it places us in arrears 

on our contracts with the Govt.  I cannot but believe that this is palnned by the Govt. for 

the express purpose of causing us to default and thereby lose  
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our advantage granted earlier.  It is the same as occurred elsewhere.   

 Our friends in Liverpool are much upset by just this sort of thing on the part of the 

Lincoln-Seward administration and there is much speculation as to the effect it will have 

on the Crown’s policy.  It is certain that the loss of X 250 Million £ will not be taken 

lightly.  It is now clear that Lincoln allowed his friends to make agreements which would 

assure him opf winning the election and that he is now repudiating those agreements so 

that he can “become his own man.”  This is the thought in Liverpool and they say that it 

cannot be done. 

 As to what they are to do - - ?  Whatever must be done at once -  before the First 

of May - else it will be to no avail.  

 1. The C.S.A. is dead and cannot help us. 

 2.  The Irish1 make big noises but they fight only in saloons. 

 3.  We have been betrayed by Lincoln and Seward.  So has Chase2 and friends in 

England. 

 4.  We can expect only limited help from England but they will secure our credits. 



 5.  Whatever is done must be done by us either directly or indirectly. 

I had a long talk with J.  W.3 as I returned through Belleville and he was greatly annoyed 

at his being placed under your friend, Capt. B.4   He stated that the  
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plan was his and that he should be allowed to carry it out.  I explained that the situation 

had changed and that it was no longer a question of what he would do but rather what he 

was able to do .  He is much too melodramatic and to him the only thing is “the scene,” 

both on the stage and off. 

 It is essential that the President and Secretary not be harmed but if they could be 

deposed for a fornight the congress, we are assured, could and would act in the manner of 

the executive.  We are further assured that our contracts would be recognized in toto. 

 I do not - I am sure - need to point out that all we have rests on decisive action - 

the time for caution in the extreme is long past.  The meat we hold is worth more than 2 

Million dollars and it is at present held by the U.S. Govt. and we certainly did not 

accumulate it to sell to the U.S. at Army prices. 

 I see little chance that we can fill our contracts in N.O. by June First but Stringer5 

has assured that he could have 5,000,000. pounds of pork at Wilmington or Charleston by 

July First.  Contact S.6 and have him get in connextion with W. H. Lamon7 and see if the 

changes can be made. 

 Be positive and prompt - all else is useless. 

Resistance to Tyrants is Obedience to God -    Virgul 

[End of letter] 

 

Explanatory Notes 
1 Fenian Movement plots were rumored against Lincoln and other intnernational leaders. 
2 “Chase” refers to Salmon Chase, former Secretary of the Treasury. 
3 “J. W.” refers to John Wilkes [Booth]. 
4 “Captain B” indicates Captain James William Boyd. 
5 “Stringer” has been identified as Edward P. Stringer, British blockade-running fleet 

owner with powerful British parliamentary connections. 
 6 “S” refers to [John] Surratt. 
7  W. H. Lamon was Lincoln’s pre-war law partner, an active cotton lobbyist. 




