I was dora Andrew Giles Potter, on the meraing of Sunday, January
26th, 1540 at about tem o'clock, Wy Brother Joseph had preceeded me by
about 15 minutes into the world and we were idemtical twins., My father
was Nathan Royal Potter and my mother Mary Ann Hovey Potter, my father's
third vife. snd I wne the youngest of my fathertc nineteen chillrem. I
was the sixth twin that he he2 fathered, My father was & hearty, robust
man with the power of 2 bear im his huge armes, Ho kept A storse near
Dumfries, Yirginia in Prince ¥illiam County. He also had a considerable
farm apd dealt in livestock, Then I was six years old, Joe and 1 started
attending school at the Berryman fchrolhouse on Cedar Run where we went
from about the firat of October through March of each year. Wy sisters
went until they were tem but ue boys went until we were twelve and then
we ctarted to work, My brother Farl wss my hero and he was 20 years older
than me. “hen I started to work J folt like 2 man and could hardly waild
to go %o Alexandria with Earl to drive livestock, We took czttle to markét
and brought back hprses =nd mules, It was my first trip sway from home and
Alexandria looled like esome big city %o we, I had never bafomse seen so
many houses nt one place.%e l1ived at a small place collaed Potter's Store
and there were three housss, » stome and three barns with cattle pens and
& blacksmith thop, ‘lexandris lonked like something I hnd never seer before.

But in the Tall of 1882 Tarl $ook a Job ¥ith a business house in
Alexandria and left home, He had felt the need to biroaden his experiences
and had egreed to travel for a shinper, It was 2 sad day for me -vhen he
left and I missed him 80 very much. My father wae an old man znd Farl
hed servel the ploce of a fathor o ma, I wanted to go with him but it was
impoesible. During the next three years we heard from him from many places.
He had moved his wife, Nancy, and hie children to Norfolk onto & small farm
to the south, nesar the raiiroad station, And then in the early winter of
1858 we received news of the death of Xanocy, his wife. Since Patty, his
oldest daughter was but a lass of 14 or 15, my sister Mary went to stay
with them and take care nf the five children. Little Tommy was but four
years old at the tine. XXX Frl then took a job with a ehinping firm in
Borfolk as a datective and tracer of stolen or lost gonds, He had womked
with some of the best detectives in the business for several yesrs and he
now tosk it as his business,

- On my twentieth birthday I left the homeatesd and went to take a
Job with X¥X XEIX Earl, He had arranged with his employer to take me on
ag an assistsnt, Then it came time for me to leave home my mother and
sisters had baked a cake with candles and the table was set with turkey
and venison ani 211 the trimmings. My Drothers had gone together and had
bought me & pistol, = Cols's New Model 36 Caliber pocket pistol with mold,
flask, and capbox. It was a baauty and I still have it even though it is
quite worn from carrying. But them my father brought out his gift for me,
it was a Sterlihg-Wentworth Drilling with two choked 14 gauge dores and a
45 caliber rifled bore below, It was a beauty and I was so proud 4f it,

I left home with a haavy heart but I knew that I wanted to see more than
the Virginia woods of Prince ¥illiam County.

*hen I arrived at Norfolk I was open~mouthed astounded by the greatness
of 1t all, I could hardly imagine the ships and the size of the bays. I
liked 4t but I was somevwhat t-ken aback by the awe of it all. I started
right to work and detective work was not at all like I had imagined. 1
l1iked 1t fine but I thought all the detective did was to walk out and
capture the criminale. I soon found out that it was a lot of leg work
and much disappointment. But ‘I was carefully schooled in the art and trade
of the profession and I was soon getting the hang of it.
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I returned to the States in April of 1862 from Barbadas to find that
the country was in turmoil and that Earl had been forced to go North to
prevent jail since he had been an outspokenm opponent of seceseion. I came
into Norfolk and wac immediately nccosted by the Provost Mzrshall who
practicelly =ugegested thas I follow Tarl, I 414 Juet th=t. “ince the ship
was of Canadian ragistry and was ho2ds) for Wea Yook, I got right back on
it and went %o New York, Several 3-ys later 1 caught the train tc “2shingtom
and went to sec ¥srl. He invited me to Jjoin him with the Federal Police
which He was then orgenising. He was working for Lafaye$te U, Baker, a
detective whn had worked for the Cinadian firm of Chaffey & Co. in the
same capacity ae Rarl and I, Baker was good 3% his frade and although we
did not alwoye like his methods, he 4id get results amd we had both learned
a lot from hin,

My firet nesignment was to make contact with a man in Virginia named
Vincent Thiele who h2d been workiag in She Tarrenton ivea for a long time
surveying for 2 canal, He had surveys which would bde nseded by the military
with the outbreak af hostilitise. It was important that not only we get the
charts and maps but E¥ equally important, that the rohels hpt get them. I
started for Warrenton by horzeback, I went without incilent a2nd soon found
my Thiele at a farm near %arrenton. Be was a pompous sort and it required
a great deal Hf boot-licking to gol what I wanted but T got it, I returned
to TWashington »ith 2 asring wagon 1lnhad of charta and maps, agzin unmolested,
1 felt good ahous my Pirst guceesss™? miasion sith the ner detective service
but this first time was tc be deceptive. The rest were not nearly so easy,
By this time it wros b ooming necassary to forratt out the persons in the
Federal Capitnl who wore férnishing i{nformation to the rebels.

By executive order on FPebrusry 14, 1862, L.C.Baker had been transferred
from the Stote Department to the War Department. On March 12, 1862 Secretary
of Tar Rdwin M. Stanton =2pproved the establishment of the National Uetective
Police and grented the anthority and money nacassary for {tsz establishment
end operation. Lafryette Chorles Baker was n~med as its Chief, responsible
to Secretary of War ftanton, and to no one elase, Earl Potter was designated
assigtant Chief by B-ker bpt Stanton had mnde 4t clear that he did not want
to deal with anyone dut Baker and that Baker bore the responsidility for
the entire force and its proper operation. All payments were in cash and
the records were %0 be kapt within the Bur~2u =nd were to be considered as
very secret,

The orgenizationnl plan forthe Buresu was Rarl's and Earl was the
one who ran the Buresu although Baker knew whet was heappening., He simply
trusted Farl end disliked the boredoam of receiving reports and malling
through them, Bakers orders to Farl each dey were " In two minutes, tell
me all that i= hspprening now, bas happened since yesterday, and is going
to happen between mow and tomorrow's report." During the entire war Baker
wes on the go and could not stey in Washington for he was a man of action.
But all the time he knew what wms going on for Rarl collected, sorted and
made his reporte d2ily. But Tarl's neme never (I think) appeared on a
voucher or correspondence nor was Earl ever idemtified to the publie, 211
the glory went to Baker and thot ie¢ the way everyone (including Farl)
wanted it,

By the first of day the Hatioual Detective Police Bureau (XNDP)
had degun to take shape. Baker had assumed tenency at 217 Pennsylvania
Avenue as the hesdquarters of the Burean but he had also acquired
posseasion of five other buildings nearby.
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The Betective Division of the National Detective Police was the force
that the public saw and feared, These detectives had their offices at 217
Pennsylvania Avenue and they came and went as needed. Yheu arrests were
made it was by these men. The majority of these men were braggards and
pompous showoffs although they were quite effective in their roles as
gecret policemen, There were men in thair midsts who were quiet, effective
and modeat detectives who wera cutstanding for their inconspicuousness in
a secret role as dstective, %,M,Brandt was nn lowien w+ho wore high boots,
a purple velvet cape, and a large drooping Mt 7ith large plumes in it,
He almost always rode a pure white 2%tallion o2f high dreeding and he was
about as consplcuous as a pole-cat whereever he went. He doused himsalf
each morning in Eau-de-cologne and one could smell him almost as far as
he could be seen.ie a detéctive he wae = fajlure bhut as = politician he
was magnificent. He was axtramely popular with t¢he ladies and the men of
feminine bent. Why Baker kept him around was one of the big mysteries of
the war,

There were two detectivas in the Tetective Iiviaion who wer- out-
standing throughout the war, These two wers Jama3s Odell ani Mortimer Traill,
Both were modest ~ni never meationed what they had don= or -herz they had
been.They were rogarded with the highest reppect by the competents, with
disguist by the ememy, and vith envy by a large w~Jjotty nf thelr colleagues.
Other 3 who wero good at theilr profassion wared

Jameg “nde Jorome Sleight
Tyron: Nelsnn Fronis Potter
Jesse Harper James Pottar
Clint Bagen Nelson hitsick
John FPullen ' Frank Pasbody
Yark Adams Tverett Hensall
Stefan C., Berryman Harold Owens
Hershal Msyers T™mas Beclkwith
Nelgon H~rter Carl Bovl-n?
John Pis Clzrk Sudell
Qan Moty M1ton Tade
Josaph "~de Thomrs Phone

There voere many more thet ~nuld b mentione? but thesz men won
distinctinn vhich I have set down in +ritirg ~laevhers, I have included
a report on each of them in later paggs.

The Seoret Service Divicion was housed in a large old building on
Tenth Street S.E. not far from the Arsenal. The building was large and
had four floors and a basement with oconnectione with the cther iwo
buildings in the area oocupied by the MIP, Yhen we first got moved into
the building in May of 1862 I thought to myself that we wculd never in
the world be able to fill ¢hat bullding &t was so large. But by May of
the following year we mot only had £illed ¢ but hed begun %o ocoupy the
building Airectly behind it. The Secret Service Division was indeed
secret and the pudblic never imewx of cur existance. There were four
sevviees within the divielon; they were (1) FNorthern Service, which
had secret agents throughout the Xorth, (?) Bouthern Service, which
had secret agentna rthereever poscibla throughous the South, (3) Fevébgn
Service, which had agemts in Canads, ¥ngland, Barbados, Bermula, France,
Belgium, Portugal, and most other foreign countries, and (4) The Courier
Service, which provided couriers who traveled all over s$hs world to bring
back and forth the infomation on which our service depended,

I was, between May of 1862 and August of 1865, Chief Adjutant of
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the Sefret Service Division. John Wilson was my assistant until 1864
(September) when he was assigned %o a special Job of determining what
the Fenians were up to exactly. As of September 1, 1864 he became head
of she fifth service in our Division, the Fenien Ianvestigation.

Baeil Whittiok was the adjutant of the Northern Service from June,
1862 through June 1, 1865 when he left the service, Tom Brandt was his
assistant Trom July of 1862 untid September of that year when he (Tom)
became adjutant of the Southeyn Division and was ceplaced by George
Perry. George remained with the servise untii. his death ia ‘ugust of 1866,

Tox Brsndt established the Southern Service in Ssptemder of 1882,
He had beem a rallroad detective in the South and he enlisted a number
of persons who he knew to have loyalties to the North, Ae speat the Fall
and most of the Winter traveling as a salesman through the south but by
the middle of January of 1863 he had returned to his deak at the NDP and
was making daily reporte to me. His assistant adjut:nt during his entire
period in office was Clarence Bell, a meek little man with an outstanding
nemory and a panchant for detail.

Henry Lyle came to the Secrat Zervice Division from the 3tate Lepart-
ment in May of 1862 and remained 21l during the wam., He wan the gensral
adjutant of one of the moé important bYranches of the Secret Service.
John Muse was hia assistant and ha foo had been with the 3%a%e Department.
His twin brosher, Joseph was the adjutant for the Canadian Service froa
1862 through Yay of 1864 -shen he was relioved by villiam R. Berpard. Andrew
Tully epent the entire war in Ingland ss our sgent. Nigel Flynn wae our
adjutant in Barbados (18862-66), Elliott Hawkes was our agent in Bermuda
until he was found out and killed in 1864, John Marston then tock up his
duties snd was even more successful than Hawkes during the remainder of
the war. M, Bousseau was our adjutant in Paris; Jagques Cartier was our
agent in Brussels; and Harbert Joule worked quite successfully in Lisbon.
It was through these agents that we lenrnad of the shipments of supplies
to She South and we also kept iafortmed of the mtiitudes of the foréign
populaces %toward the Conf-lercte Ttates,

James Cormichael wee the zdjutant and chief clerk of our Courier
Service., This service wae jJust as important as any other and more so
A% timee. It const-ntly amage? us as to haw resourceful these men were
in the transgportation of i{nformation over long distances with the utmost
of mecrecy as was demended,

The courior cervice hald several offices through which we received
foreign dispatches, The best and most desirasble method of getting information
out of foreign countries was in the dispatch pouches of the diplomatie
service but this 314 not work for us duc %0 the fact that we asver or
at least seldom rcceived the dispatch for it was sant on to the State
Department, Jezlousy was 2o rampant thot the State epartment woulf never
cooperate with us, The next best mothod was the one thot worked and a
sumber of such methods were devised, More will be gaid of %this in pages to
conme. .

The Records Division wvos under the czpabls direction of Gaylord
Preston 7i1dich ~hc wae not only r2jutant of this division but who had
devised the methsd of keeping the informetinn ia such 2 form =8 to dbe
immediately availadble vwithin 2 few minutes, Hic acsistadh and chief clerk
was Richard Delvey. Horrieon Amee was aseistant chief olerk. This division
was to play a great part in the succes= of the Nationnl Detactive Police
and to Preston Widdich the credit must go for he was opposed by Baker for
the first year that he was with us.
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The Artificers Division consisted of spescialiste who supported the
rest of the ¥IP, The map in charge of this division was Farl's older
drother, Simon Potier. 3imen had beem before the war, a supepintendaant
with the railroad. Be was an excellent mansger amd an excellent telegrapher.
He could handle people and wae alweys smiling except vhen the situstion
was serious, TAXEE Duriug Sthe hectic dsya of 1864 shen the mos difficuls
days for the Union appeared, when the men came $o work in the moraning they
would ask "I Simon smiling " If the answer wae "yes" they knew that the
dsy would go ezsy but if the andwer was the opposite, they knew thas the
day would be hectic or perhaps langz and 41 sagreeabdble,

The Photograrhie Servcie was run by Caled Potter and his two main
asaistants, Claude “ittick and Johm Backwith, Foster Whittick and Herd
Bengen were assistants but doth were in their teens when they began for
the NDP/

Nathsn Pottsr 2nd his coms (Charles, George, Ralph & 7illiaz) ran
the Printing snd Document Sefwvice, The Gua Shop and Arsenal were run
by 7illiam J. Potter and his son, Juninm, with 2:3sictance from Thomas
Frame and James Lynn,

The Cypher Roosm and Telsgraphic Zervice was run by “{illard Potler,
The telegraphers were James "hittich, Sam Devealew and 7illiam 3renman,
The Cryptographers were tha Pvfrin hrothara »f Ohin, John and %am, They
were assistad by Carl Hegetrum, Phillin Hurley and Jaques LaBeau,

‘ The Farrier & Saldelry Shops were rum by John Fastwood who was
assisted by Harvey Cox and Elsworth Hayes.

Lafayatte Balker was very conscious of his lack of military rank
and he found this a dlstinct disadvantage when dealing with the nilitsamy,
He prevailed on Seo-2tary of %ar Stanton and in the 3pring of 18683 a
new division was added %o our Bureau, that »f ¥ilitary Police., It w2a
org=nized as the Tirst District »f Columdia Cavalry and was to be usaed
in the District of Colunbia and 14's eavirons., 3Baker -as nomed it'e
Colonel anj 1t'c organization eppears elsemhere in these pages. It
wae a good unit which was well mounted and ousfitted with the Remington
44 Caliber niatols and the Spencer carbine, It was badly needed for we
~oould not depend on the military service to supply us with proper confidence
in regard to railds and remdesvous, partiocularly the latter. Then raids
were planned we often found tha% by the time we got thare one of the
offigers furnished $o us by the Tar Department had talked or dragged to
such an extent thot the raid was to no avail, After the formation of
the First D.C.Cavolry, this wns no longer 2 prodlem,Raids worked smoothly
and effectively, The Regiment wag stationed at Camp Baker, which had been
built about half a mile Tast of the Capitol and which had excellent facilities
for such a troop. They were avoiladle to us at all times with no problems
of administration. They soon becama hated and feared by the rest of the
military in the Toshington area, They were soon known as "Baker's Rangers"
a2 name given by Colonel Baker to them in an article quoted to George Alfred
Towsend of the New York World nawspapsr, This pleassd Baker no end, It
alas diepleased him u2nd the rast of us when the military headquarters in
the 7ar Depsrtment decided to send this special forca away from us and into
battle in order to rid “ashington of it's effect. But more of that later.





