
I was barn AaCirew C)fles Potter, on the m ~ i w  of SilPW, Jam- 
26th. 1840 a8 a b u t  tra o'cilook. Vy bro-r Jose* had proceeded me by 
about 15 minrxber i a to  the world and we were ideabielll Wns. W'fa ther  
wao Bathan Royal Po$ter rrmd m$her MWJT 4m Borey Better, w father '  6 
bhird wife. and f ma8 the y ~ ~ m p s f  o f  qv fathert  s njnaf sen children. O 
was the six# t d p  that he ~..F,R_ f?tBerrd. Mg father  was a hearty, robust 
man with ths pwer  of ~h beex :a h i s  htge %ma. Re kept R s tore  Re- 
Dudflea, Vtr&nls i n  Prilllrts Vflllsm Comb;?. Ba alm had a coasiderabls 
farm a&d d e d t  i n  livestock. %an I was s i x  yeare old, Joe and I @tarfed 
attending c c k ~ a l  s t  the B a r r p m  Irchr?olhoasre on Cedar Ban where we went 
from about tho f i r s t  of  October t h r ~ u &  Mqrch of sach pear. My s i s t e r s  
went u n t i l   the^ rere tt?o but us bay@ went; unt i l  w e  were twelve rand then 
we star ted to work. Hy brother T s r l  m e  my hero and he was 20 yeare older 
thma me. %en X star ted t o  work X falt l i k e  a raa and could hardly wait 
to  go t o  Aletanaria w l t h  R s r l  to  drive liveaboak. 880 Book <raO€la, t o  mark)% 
and broaght back hmses e,nd mules. f b was my first t A p  away from homa and 
Alexandria lookec' l i k e  mla! b i g  c i t y  t o  me. 1 h ~ d  never bsfom re- ao 
many house9 at one p1oce.Te l ived at  a W1 place ao3.lrud Potterg s Store 
and them %are three busan, n slboae a a A  three barns wlth cattle pens and 
a blacksmith chop. 'l?mndr%s ?-coked ljk~ mmsthing X bnd never aeen befare. 

But i n  the F d 1  of It382 -ATL %oak R ,fob srith 18 bunlnesr, huqo in 
Alexandria wxl l e f t  hntne. Re h ~ i l  TeXt .the need t o  broaden hie experiences 
and had wreeri t o  tmvel for a s h i y c r ,  f t  srns 2 dsy for m e  .vhen ha 
l e f t  and I mls9ed hi31 ~ r )  w f ~  mah. Mv frtther ma8 an 015 man end Far1 
ha3 e e r t d  the place nf a father t o  me. I wanted to go with him but it waR 
lmpolsslble. lhrring the next three yean we bard from him from many placer. 
HP had moved M s  wife, %nay, and h i s  children $0 Horfolk anto a a d l  fans 
t o  the wi~th, tsar the rdlmad etation. A n d  then ia CBe e s t l y  winter of 
1858 we received m a r  of the death of glmaay, hie  wife. Since Patty, his 
oldest daaghter rpas bnt c~. laea of  14 o r  16, my a i s t e r  Maw w e n t  t o  stay 
7 i t h  them pnd take cqre o f  the f ive  -bran. L i t t l e  % m y  was but four 
year8 old a% the, t h e .  IHS Rrl then took s 30% 91th a. &%ppiag fSw i n  
Emfolk as s d4tecCttts snd trwer of etolaa or  l o s t  goods. He had m&ed 
with some o? the best dntectivbs i n  the busfness ?or severftl ymrs surd he 
non t o ~ k  i t  as hi8  hlitneaa. 

On my twentiath birthdsy f l e f t  the borneatend wad went to tske a 
jab with JESS le9110T h v l .  Ee had a r r e ~ l y e d  with h ie  employer to  take me on 
a s  an wsie t -a t .  men i t  atme time f o r  me to leave homa my mother sad 
s i s t e re  had baked a oalcs with candles aad the table -8 eat with turkey 
and venison rand st1 t ho  trimia$sl. My brothers BRd gone together and had 
bought me a pisbol, n. Colt's fYm Model 36 Caliber pocket p l r t o l  with mold, 
flask, clnd capbox. I t  was a basauty snd f stil l  have it even thowh it icn 
quite worn f r o m  ~mryiag.  But thea my father  brought out h i e  gift for  me, 
i t  war a Sterliw8lentworth Drilliw with two choked 14 gauge barer and a 
45 cal iber  r i f l e d  bore below. f t  was a besut~l  and I w l r  so proud &f it. 
I l e f t  home with s. heavy heart bu$ I bra  t h ~ t  I wanted to  rere m r e  than 
the VirgiaCa woods of Prince V i l l i -  Ca\mty. 

"hen X arrived a% glorfolk 1 war opcremouthed a s t o W e d  by the greatners 
of it all. I could brdly imagbe ths &in6 asd fhc sloe of the bays. I 
l iked i t  but X war momorbat tqkea aba& by the awe o f  i t  all. I s tar ted 
r i @ t  to work and dat.ctive work Kaa not at all  like 1 h ~ d  Imagined. I 
l iked  it fine but f th,u@t all   the^ detective did war t o  walk out and 
aapturs the eriminalm. I aoon found out that i t  was a l o t  of l e g  w o e  
and muah disappointment. Wlt I m e  carefully rchooled i n  the art snd trade 
of the proiersion and I war soon get t ing the hang of it. 



I returned to  the 8tatsr f n  April of 1868 fma Barbadar t o  f ind tha t  
the country was i n  bt3nrail an8 that br1 herd been faroed t o  go %r th  to  
prevmt  j a i l  aiaoe he had bem an outspoken opponent of seaerrion. I aame 
in to  Horfolk snd was immatdiatel;~ r\a@oeted by the Provoet M?-rahall who 
praat ioel ly  euggrzsted t h ~ $  I fahlow 1Cnrl. 1 Eid 3u.t that. 'Lnce the $hip 
was of Carvdisn r e e n t r y  a-3 r a m  held4 J f ~ r  984 To?k, I got r ight  back on 
it an4 ye-t t ~ )  3erp Yo*, ?levem1 ??ge l s t e ~  t c w h t  1 . h  t r a i n  tc "~sMngtoa  
and went, t o  ate '%rl. He Inribed a;e to join him w i % h  the Federal Pqlicr~ 
which Be was than, orgmis iw.  Jie wao working l o r  Lsfnyette C. Bsker, a 
detective dm hqd worked f o r  the  Cznqdbn f im of Cheffey b Co. i n  the 
same aapscity se Tar1 an4 T. Biker w m  good a t  h i s  Ibrade and althsagb we 
did not dw?,te l i k e  h i s  methodar, hs 414 get racsultu and we had both learned 
A l o t  from his. 

My first acssignnrmb m e  t o  make contact d t h  a man i n  Virginia amnod 
Vincent Thide who hrzd been aarklng i n  the Samsnto~  4tw for a long time 
sumoyiw f w  2 cnnzl. Re had surreys which 70111d be needs& by the r i l i t a r j .  
with the outbreak af h s d i l i t i s e .  f b  was important tbat not only we get tho 
char t s  snd mps h$ 154 e p U y  im$.?rtant, that bha r & s h  Wt get them. I 
r t ~ r t e d  for Vnrrentorr by horseback. I .tent withfiut incilent &ad roan found 
my Thl018 a t  a farm near '4~rrentaa,  Be was ar pol~pbua mort and i t  required 
a great  deal ~f boot4iekisg to get whst I oanted bat 1 g o t  it.  f ~caturned 
to Rashington a30h a swing  = w q n  l n d  of ohlrta and n a p ,  ag9b anmleeted. 
1 f e l t  p o d  +mu% ply 3rst gucaoadW arissfon r i th  :he nP.r iletective servlce 
but t h i e  f i r e t  time m a  t o  b~ '4ecept i~~) .  The w s t  w r e  m t  m a r l y  so easy. 
By t h i s  time i t  m s  b.mafag nwzeeewy to  far-etb out  the persons i n  this 
Federal C q p i t ~ l  who 33I-e mishisg information to  the rebelr. 

Bp executive order on February 14, 1662, L.IF.Baker had been t x ~ n s i e r r e d  
from the S t ~ b e  i)epmtmrr% to the War Department. On b f ~ ~ o h  12, 1862 Sear".%&r~r 
of t a r  Rdvin I. Stanton ~ p p o v e d  the e m t a b l i b e a t  of the SationaJ Eetective 
Police and (5rmtsd the wnthcrt ty  and mnea nncn-mry f o r  i t s  establf sbsent 
a n d  operatiaa. h t ~ y e t + e  Ch-xles B a k w  m s  wmd ae Its Chief, responsible 
t o  Secretary of V,n_r !Itmton, and t o  no one else. Ear1 PotBer WAB deefgnated 
aeaistan* Chisf by Bnker bpt Stenton had mule 16 slew % h b  he did not watt 
to deal  with anlpona bub Baker and that Baker bore bbe reapoas%blll ty for 
the en t i r e  foroe and i t 1 5  proper operation. A l l  payments were in cash laad 
the r a o r d 8  were t o  be kept 3ithin the Ehuasu ?ad wre be considered as 
very 8 e ~ r e t .  

The or-i sat  lone1 plan f orthe krcssu was RarXl e rrad V a l  was tha 
one w h o  ran the B u r e m  although BRker h e n  w h a t  war happenfa& Re simply 
t ruated Earl ead dlrZilrad the boredom of r e c e i v i ~  reports  and rrPilliag 
through thee, 18lek~rs ordere to  Far1 em& day  were * Sa two minutea, t e l l  
me a l l  that i s  happen- now, b.am happened rince yesterday, and i s  going 
to happen b e t s e a  now and tomonraw's reporton During the en t i r e  mar Baker 
rss or; the go and oould not s tep  i n  Wsrshtngt;on f o r  he ms s man of action. 
But all  the time he knew wh4 m a  goiry on for Earl tol lected,  sorted and 
made hie rqxwts  d*ily. But Tbrl(s name never (I  think) appearmi on a 
vouaher or  correaporsdgce nor wr is  W l  ever idea$ified to  the public, U1 
the g l o w  am% t o  Baker and th.?di i s  the w a y  everyone (including F-1) 
wanted it. 

By the f i r a t  of Bdrzy #e BTsbioad Dstaati te Pollee Bureau (SIP) 
had be- to taka shape. flakan hnd arsumed h m n a ~ r  st 217 Pennsylvania 
Arsosw as the headgasptors of the Bureau but he had a lso  acquired 
posaes8ion of five other buildings marby. 



The Bateatire Divieion of the Wational Detective Poliee war the forae 
thnt the publie ear  and feared. These d~bac t ive r  had their  oif iaes a t  217 
Pmnaylvmta Avcaue and they cme sad want as needed. "ha arreata were 
m ~ d e  it was by these mea. The naJority of these mea were bragsardr and 
pompour Plhowoffs although they were quite effective i n  the i r  ro l s r  a s  
searet p o l i c e m ~ .  There wera iaea i n  thdir mids$e who wers quiet,  effective 
and m~;i@st detectivee who 96rr3 ~ u t e t m ~ t i n g  for the i r  iuoonspi~uousners i n  
a ciscret rola am d e t ~ e t i v ~ .  lil.M.Bmndt m a  ma foWsrm &o vore h i@ b00b8, 
a purple velvet aape, arrd a large rimaping -nth large plum8 f n it. 
He a l m 0 8 B  always rode R pure whit@ o2731fon ~f high hrsedi- and he waa 
about ae oonspicuour aa a pole-cat aheraaver be went. Ue doused himsslf 
aach morning i n  Esu-d@-cologne and one cauld emdl hia d a o s t  a8 far a r  
ha could be fieen. 4 8  a detGcf ive he was s f ~ i l a r a  but as jyditiuian he 
WBQ m~&ificent. Ibs m s  extremely I m p ~ X ~  4 B h  the l v l i a s  and tha men of 
feminine bent. Why Baker kept him smund WRO on* of the bia  mysteries of 
the war. 

There were two detect?vas i n  the Setectivc : ; ivh~isn dm narc out- 
standing throughout the w a ~ .  These two were J,wm Odd1  a n 3  Mortber T r a i l l .  
Both were rsodest -nr! rimer mptianed ~ r h ~ t  they h i 3  Ann?- a r  -her2 they had 
bsen.They were rogerrded aith the highest remot, by the cowy!Aaurts, with 
disg;uist by the ensrpp, and d t h  envy by a large ui"j~itt,;: of tiheir colleaguer. 
Other s .rho ~ 3 - o  good at t h e i r  profassion -.wre: 

Jorome (3l eight 
F r m f r  PQ t t er 
Jme? Pat t - r  
gel eon 'Thi t tick 
1h.ank P'3Eb04~ 
Weret t  Bensell 
Rarold Olena 
?'!~mr~s Bcclmlth 
Czrl 3%71 till? 

C,l,.,-Er %3e?l 
t!f l ton "W4.c. 
Phnms %on+ 

I war, between May of 1862 m d  August of 1815, Chief MSutrant of 



the Seldret Servioe Divirion. John 'Uilson war gy aesirtant until  1864 
(September) whm he war sesi@ed to  a rp.sL.3 job of de*eMnin( wk* 
the Peniaas ware up $0 exaatly. Aa o f  8utp$mbo~ T, 1864 he beeare head 
o f  Che fifth rerriee la our Division, $he ~~i~ Xnrcarbfgabiaa. 

Too Braadt ertabltahsd $he $outh.nr 3eroiue in  September of l ea .  
He had bees a railroad detecrtive in the %uth m d  he enlisted a number 
nf pereoae who he knew to h v e  1 a y G t h s  t o  the ZOorth. 3~) qeaf the Fall 
mil mo9Q of the 'Rinter travdlag as a a&esrann through the math brtt by 
the middle of J ~ m y  o f  1613 he had r ~ t u n r s d  to  h ie  de& at the HIS snd 
war maktng daily rw~orts  t o  ma. His assf s t a n t  aclJutm2 Suring hie eatire 
yesiod in  offiae was Qlarenoa Bell, a. me& l i t t l e  man 3lrthh srr outrtaading 
memory and a gulohant for do%aU. 

?he mu~10r ~ervfce had sevr.r&l offieea t;hrwgh crhioh * is  received 
foreign dispatcher. The bps8 aad most desirable laathad of gebtiqg iniormtion 
oub bf foreign wuntries  nse in the disp.ttch pouohaa of tho ~Z~plomatic 
8crvioe but thio 9 id  not wopk for us duo t o  the fact thnt we asver or 
at leasf addom received the d l q a t c h  far i t  :m3 flat 61% t o  %he State 
Deprtgtot. Jedousy m e  so r.wgan& thr,t the Stzte qy,*tnent woullt never 
cooperafe with us. The n a t  beat rsathod ?;as the one t h t  ;.i~rked and a 
aumber of mcrh s&%hoda were devised. More will be said o f  t h i a  i n  pager to 
COEIt?. 



Tha M i f i c e r s  Division csneisted of spealalis$s Prho sugporbed the 
re*$ of the 11I11IP. The reap $a eharae of t h i s  dtrielorr was Eml's older 
brother, Simon Patl;er. SLmn had bets before the ~rar, a aupertartsndazrt 
with the railroad. Be was aa ezcelZent maPe&er md a& excellent telegrapher. 
Ee eould hs-sndla p o p l e  -3 W P  calwry~ amiLiw s x c q t  .&en t he  d t u ~ t i o n  
war serious. SS%E3 3urlng the hectic 3 ~ y s  of 18854 .rhea the no& 3ifftcult 
dsys f ~ r  the, mion %ppesred, when the w n  c-s t 3  vork in the m o r m i q  Way 
would a& *Is 3fmoa rpiflng." i f  the ansvar m e  'yesn %hey knew tihst bbe 
ds$ would 4fo easy but if the &wez war b b  ilpporite, they k m  ahst the 
day muld  b* hect ic  or perheps 19% ml 41sagreeabla. 

The Photographie 5ervcte TRU run by Celeb Potter -19 h i s  two main 
acaaistsnts, Cl~ude 'kittidc wad J o b  Backzdth. Soofer Rh6ttiok a d  firb 
Bcnsen wem srai s t m l s  but both were in their tsens when they begs= f o r  
the 

XIafayat+,e B&ar trsrs verg aoasolour of hie la& of ml l i t l ry  rank 
and he found th is  a b'latinet diae9vc~tage when dealisit ~ i t h  the m i l i k q r ,  
Be prsvailartl on Sso-stmy o f  'Tar S?nnftari :an& Cn the %ring of 186S a 
nea Bioision m s  arlkeR to our 3utem, that of Vilitary Pollce, ff :EM 

orgwtiaed rte the Rrst ?listriot ~d Colmbta Cavalry ww t o  Br uee4 
in the District of C a l u n ' b l ~  cznd it' r anvlrone. Saker nmed i t 's  
Colonel m3 f t * c  org%nizntlon appears elsenhem In there pages. It 
was a m o d  t inib *oh ww wdl munted an4 outfittad w i t h  W e  Rbmin&on 
44 C41ber p i s t d s  and the 8pmcar cwbine. Xt wfle b-?iilp needell f a r  we 
aould not depend o a  the military semtca to  m y  ~trr d t h  proper aonfidsgae 
i n  regnrd ta anids aad rapdemnms, psrbi(afim1y tbe latter, %hen mids 
were planned we often found that by the bine s. got them one of tbe 
of f ios ra  f'urnishlerl $a us k~ the Tar Depnrtnlent had talked or bragged to 
sft& an exteat ChC t the raid was to  no avail. -4fter the, fornation of 
tho Firs t  D.C.C?v*lry, thfs m s  no longer a prablem.liaids worked amo$hly 
and efitcBlvsly. The R~gLnetnt vss a tn t imed a t  Camp Baker, which had been 
butlt abut hdf a radle %at o f  the Capitol ,and whhh had excellent fao i l i t ios  
for such a froop. They were ~vtlilizble t o  ue a$ d13, bimer w l 4 h  no problems 
of adriaiat~aittora. " b y   ROO^ becwe h t r d  and feared by the reat  of the 
a r t l l t ~  in $he Tzahimg%oa area, P h ~ y  were eooa ]mown as "Baker's Rangerun 
a xmae given bu Cnloxael B&er to  them in an wt;icle quote:! to Qcorge Wired 
Towsend of the Sen York 'World aewapapar, ?hi0 pleaesd B&nr no en9. S t  
8160 diepleaad him :md the rest of ue :7han the military headquarters i n  
tha 'Par lkpErtmnt decide4 t o  send t h i e  s p e c i a  force asay from ue aad into 
bat t le  in order to  r id  *7a&ington o f  fttrr effect. But more of thab l8tor. 




